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Greetings Monarch Annapolis Community!

It’s great to see so many returning families as well as
new families in the Monarch Community! Our Monarch
Butterflies dream big and the sky's the limit! We are so
lucky that Monarch has exceptional teachers and a
caring staff. We also have extraordinary parents. I love
all the fresh energy of a new school year and would
encourage any parents who would like to get involved to
please join us. All the fabulous programs at Monarch and
the ones the PTA is working to put in place this year can
only happen because of our supportive parent
committees and volunteers. We have several committees
at Monarch to choose from if you would like to get
involved. All parents, caregivers, family and friends are
welcome to join!
If you are interested, please sign up here :
https://signup.com/go/YXnTWbJ
Even if you cannot join a committee you can still support
the PTA through a membership! Memberships are only
$5.00 and PTA members are allowed to vote on the
budget, on our executive board officers and have other
perks such as access to the school directory and
discounts to the MAA Spirit Store! We are running a
membership contest through October 9th, so don't delay!
And if you would like to know what the PTA is all about
please join us for our next General Membership Meeting
October 6th. You will be able to also meet our new Board
of Directors, including our fabulous Committee Chairs
who are leading the way on different PTA initiatives! You
will also be able to learn about our board in this
newsletter.
Don't forget
the1 special
listed in
the newsletter
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too! Our Literacy Committee chaired by Mi'Shaun
Stevenson is running a special Bookmark Contest for our
students, and we have a new Diversity and Inclusion
bulletin board, designed by Vice President Diversity &
Inclusion Nikia Hensen-Hill and Co-chair Gabbi
Martinez.
Please reach out to us with any questions. Thank you for
all you do to make the Monarch community great! I’m
looking forward to an exciting year and getting to know
you better.
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Sincerely,
Elizabeth Noble
PTA President

UPCOMING
PTA EVENTS:
September 2nd–October 9th: PTA Membership
Contest
September 23rd–October 7th: NEA Read across
America Sweepstakes
October 6th, 7:30 PM: PTA General Membership
Meeting
October 8th: Picture Day
October 9th: MAA Spirit Wear Store Opens
October 11th–29th: Bookmark Contest

PTA General Membership Meeting
October 6!
Calling All Monarch Families We Need
Your Help!
Meet the PTA at our next General
Membership Meeting October 6th, 7:30
PM Online. We will be presenting the
2021-2022 PTA budget to vote in for this
year and fielding any questions or
suggestions from parents! You do not
have to be a member to attend but you
do have to be a member to vote on
official business. We are looking forward
to an exciting school year!
A google meet link will be sent out
before the date with the GMM invite.
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Who we are recognizing
this month:
Check out the NEW Diversity and Inclusion
Bulletin Board, put together by the Diversity
and Inclusion Committee located across from
the cafeteria. Each month it will be updated
with topics and ways to honor and celebrate
our unique cultures and heritages.

Our first celebration features information on
Hispanic Heritage Month!
Click on the
flyer for fun
Hispanic
Heritage
Month
activities!

We are continuing our celebration of
Hispanic Heritage Month! Don't
forget to click on the flyer to
download some ways to learn about
and enjoy this month.
Other October Heritage Month
celebrations include National Italian
American Heritage Month,
recognizing the contributions of
people whose families immigrated to
America from Italy, and National
Disability Employment Month, which
highlights the importance that people
with disabilities have full access to
employment and community
involvement, as well as
commemorates the many
contributions made by people with
disabilities for our work places and
work force.
Want to be on the Diversity &
Inclusion Committee or find
other volunteer opportunities
with MAA? Check out our
committee sign ups!
https://signup.com/go/YXnTWbJ
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MAA Spiritwear
And PTA Member Contest

Design a Bookmark Contest!
October 11th-29th

In partnership with the Monarch Media center, the PTA
is running a bookmark contest! Participants will create
bookmarks (dimensions: 2 and 1/4 inches by 8 inches)
on paper and submit them to the PTA by October 29th.
The winning design from each grade, Pre-K–5th, will be
printed on a bookmark for that entire grade. Listed on
the back will be age appropriate book suggestions for
each grade! Any type of medium is allowed (pens,
pencils, paint, markers, etc.) to make a fantastic
bookmark. Get creative!

Calling all families! Enter the
National Education
Foundation's Read Across
America sweepstakes for MAA!

Win a diverse set of books for each classroom
in our school! Each person can enter once, but
the more entries for our school means more
chances to win! Sweepstakes is open between
September 23rd–October 7th.

Show off your School Spirit and
support the PTA! Purchase Spirit
Wear from our spirit wear store.
Designs are MAA uniform
approved! Store is open on
October 9th. The link will be
made available once the store is
live. Don't forget to sign up
for our membership contest
as well! The class with the most
members will receive Monarch
tee-shirt and a special prize.
Extra 5 points if the teacher of
your class is a PTA member! And
remember, PTA members get a
10% discount from our Spirit
wear store, as well as access to
the full school and class
directory in Memberhub! Sign
up here today: https://maapta.memberhub.com/store
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MONARCH ACADEMY ANNAPOLIS
2021-2022 PTA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President: Elizabeth Noble

Hi! I am Elizabeth Noble and am the MAAPTA President. I have a 4th grader and
Kindergartener at Monarch. I have been involved with the PTA since my oldest was in 1st
and previously served on the PTA board as the VP of Fundraising. By day I work for a
consulting firm and handle case management for mergers and acquisitions and other
legal matters. I strive to be an active voice for our parents, teachers, staff, and most
importantly all children at Monarch Annapolis.
president@monarachannapolispta.org

Vice President: Missi Smith
My name is Missi Smith. I am the Monarch Academy Annapolis PTA Vice President. It has
been a pleasure serving alongside parents and teachers alike! I live in Annapolis with my
husband, son, cat, and dog. Tim is a Third Grader this year and we have been at
Monarch since Kindergarten. This year, I look forward to continuing to support the
parents, teachers, and the PTA board as well as enhancing our outreach to our Monarch
community and beyond. If you have any suggestions, or want to get involved and help,
please email me at vicepresident@monarchannapolispta.org. There are so many
wonderful events and activities planned this year so it is a great time to get involved with
the PTA!
vicepresident@monarchannapolispta.org

VP Diversity and Inclusion: Nikia Hensen-Hill
I am a wife, mother of 3 (my youngest is now in 4th grade, his 4th year at Monarch). I am
also a Critical Care Nurse specializing in perioperative care, and owner/operator of
Realistic Luxury, LLC (home staging and interior design). I Graduated from Hampton
University and AACC. I am a 7th generation Annapolitan, although I grew up in
Washington DC (spent my summers with my grandmother's here in Annapolis). I am a
lover of all things diverse and inclusive!
vpdiversityinclusion@monarchannapolispta.org

Treasurer: Katie Falk
This is my fifth year serving on the MAA PTA Monarch executive board (originally as
communications secretary, and entering my third year as treasurer). I have been an MAA
parent since the founding of the school. My 2 boys (and my 2 nephews), are currently in
second and fourth grades. I am originally from the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia, and
moved to Annapolis 15 years ago. I am a pet lover and a nature lover, and I strive to be a
good steward of the environment. For the last 15 years, I have worked as the Imaging
Manager for Severn Bank. The main goal of my job is to eliminate paper, and digitally
maintain all bank records. I'm looking forward to a healthy, safe and successful year as
part of the MAA community!
treasurer@monarchannapolispta.org
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MONARCH ACADEMY ANNAPOLIS
2021-2022 PTA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Secretary: Amanda Reynolds

Hi everyone! I have been at Monarch Academy Annapolis since its beginning and have a
daughter in 4th grade and a son who just started Kindergarten. I have served as
Secretary on the MAA PTA board since 2018. Previously, I served as Secretary on the
Executive Board with my son's preschool for several years, and I am currently on the
Vestry at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Eastport, Annapolis. I also work at the
Smithsonian as a biologist studying coastal ocean acidification (related to and impacted
by climate change) and admittedly am a big science geek! I enjoy the outdoors and
hanging with my family, as well as running, reading, and dance. I hope to help our MAA
community as best I can!
secretary@monarchannapolispta.org

Communications Chair: Olivia Meyer-Pollicino
I’m a mom of two boys, I like to play and read with them. I don’t cook but I like to bake. I
work part time at a small preschool.
communications@monarchannapolispta.org

E-School Chair: Adrianne Womack
I am mother of three, military spouse, and college student. I love working to help
children be able to be. I have volunteered in schools for past 10 years in one way or
another. I believe all voices should be heard. I would love parents to volunteer their
ideas or time they have, to make this year special.
eschoolchair@monarchannapolispta.org

Hospitality Chair: Janette Ho
I'm married for 12 years, a momma bear of three, and a lover of life! I’m an entrepreneur
and love home improvement projects!

hospitality@monarchannapolispta.org
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MONARCH ACADEMY ANNAPOLIS
2021-2022 PTA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Advocacy Chair: Melissa Merritt

My name is Melissa Ann Merritt – I am currently a fifth-grade teacher at Monarch
Academy Annapolis. Before coming to work at Monarch Academy Annapolis, I
was involved in the field of child welfare and Victim Services. I have been involved
in child welfare and Victim Services since 2004, most recently working as the
Director of Victim Assistance Training and Technical Assistance for the National
Organization for Victim Assistance (NOVA) and as an adjunct Victim Services
professor for Sam Houston State University. Prior to that, I served as the Victim
Advocate Supervisor for The Sumter County Sheriff’s Office in Sumter County,
Florida. As the Victim Advocate Supervisor - I oversaw the Victim Services Unit,
including staff, volunteers, and the day-to-day operations of the Victim Advocate
Program. I have been providing direct services to crime victims since 2010, and I
have assisted over 10,000 victims of crime in my years as a Victim’s Advocate.
I hold a Victim Services Practitioner Designation from the State of Florida, and I
am also a certified Targeted Mental Health Case Manager. In 2015, my husband
and I adopted our son Camron from the Florida Foster Care System. Due to his
severe special needs, I co-founded a non-profit agency, Adoption2Action, Inc. –
which seeks to provide post adoptive services to families who have adopted
from the Florida Foster Care System.
In 2016, we adopted our second special needs son Rylan from Florida. In 2017, I
successfully petitioned for and received a $250,000.00 legislative appropriation
from the State of Florida for Adoption2Action, Inc. I have also been a part of The
Florida Crisis Response Team – and responded to both the Parkland School
Shooting and the shooting of two Gilchrist County Deputies in Florida. I have an
extensive background in crime victim services, case management, crisis
response, grant writing and implementation, legislative funding procedures, and
mental health services.
I hold a BA in Criminal Justice from the University of Central Florida, and a
Master’s Degree in Victim Services Management from Sam Houston State
University. While at the University of Central Florida, I completed my internship
with the UCF Victim Services Program.
In 2020, I left NOVA and took a position teaching 5th grade at Monarch
Academy Annapolis. This allowed me more time to spend with my husband and
children. I am still actively involved in Victim Services through instructing at Sam
Houston State University, volunteer work, and engaging with the local
community.
mamerritt@aacps.org

VOL 2

OCTOBER 2021

MONARCH ACADEMY ANNAPOLIS
2021-2022 PTA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Diversity&Inclusion Chair: Gabrielle Martinez

Gabrielle "Ms. Gabbi" Martinez is Black Girl Magic. A proud descendant of Black and Latinx
ancestry, native Washingtonian, and a very magical Black Girl. She is a proud alumnus of the
illustrious Howard University. During her time at the Mecca "Ms. Gabbi," as she is
affectionately known to her youth, hosted her own radio show on WHBC and worked on
The Hill for the House of Representatives , the office of the DC Mayor, and Obama For
America 2012 Campaign as a Fellow. Ms. Gabbi got her start in youth program development
as a volunteer coordinator for Big Brother Big Sister during her freshmen year of college.
She later worked on behalf of the Girl Scout Council of the Nation's Capital- Young Leaders
Program as a Program Manager. Upon graduation, Gabrielle joined the team at Planned
Parenthood Metro Washington in their Public Affairs Department. An acclaimed public
speaker and facilitator, Ms. Gabbi has graced classrooms, board rooms, and even the
National Sex Education Conference with her wit and wisdom. Always working to perfect her
passion for advocacy on behalf of girls and women, she became a Master Trained SIHLE
Facilitator in 2014. Influenced by her work with her "Baby Queens" she created The
Formation Conference; a conference for the empowerment of Black Girls in 2015. After 7
years of managing the Education and Outreach Program at PP, with experience, talent, and
a network in tow, Ms. Gabbi knew it was time to take her passion for Black Girl
Empowerment to the next level. In 2018 she founded Teach Reach Inspire Build and
Empower Inc. (TRIBE), a non-profit dedicated to the betterment of Black Girls. Gabrielle is a
member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Incorporated. When Ms. Gabbi is not spreading her
magic, you can find her hiking, cooking, laughing and smiling "BIG". Ms. Gabbi is excited to
be following in the footsteps of Black Girl Magicians of the past, like her hero Harriet "Minty"
Tubman, and continuing the legacy of the many magical Black women who have touched
her life. Follow her @HeyyyMsGabbi

diversityinclusionchair@monarchannapolispta.org

Family Fun Chair: Amanda Roberts
My name is Amanda Roberts, I’m a gatherer. I enjoy creating time and space for people
to gather and get to know those in their community. I am a huge advocate for the
combination of Fun and Community. I believe that we are better together! I also love
planning and executing events for the enjoyment of others!
familyfun@monarchannapolispta.org

VOL 2

OCTOBER 2021

MONARCH ACADEMY ANNAPOLIS
2021-2022 PTA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Literacy Chair: Mi'Shaun Stevenson

My name is Mi’Shaun Stevenson. I am a parent of a 5th grader and this is our fifth year
here with MAA. Originally from NJ we’ve lived in AAC for over 18 years. We come from a
military family with every branch represented. Having worked in higher education I have
always been an advocate for and strong supporter of Literacy in Education for all
children of all ages. When our children know better, they can and will do better! I am
excited to have the opportunity to work with and alongside our MAA parents and
teachers this year as we create and cultivate a climate that encourages, challenges and
fosters a love and respect for reading and writing. I am hopeful that collectively we will
all learn from one another! I spend my free time traveling with family and friends. I enjoy
reading, watching movies, and trying new restaurants.
literacy@monarchannapolispta.org

Membership Chair: Kandi Williams
Hi my name is Kandi. I am this year's membership chair. My son Ayha'ko is in 1st grade
in Ms Hoffman's class and my niece Najei Mobley is in Ms Smith's Kindergarten class.
This is our second year at Monarch Academy. I currently work in the healthcare field. I
am also an advocate for Pregnancy and Infant Loss Awareness. I look forward to working
with all of our families this year.
membership@monarchannapolispta.org

Teacher Liaison: Chaunta Black
I grew up in St. Louis, Missouri with my mom, dad, brother and two sisters. My favorite
teacher, Ms. Frison, inspired my education journey. She was the sister of Rep. Maxine
Waters! I started out as a teacher assistant until I graduated and took a job as a thirdgrade teacher. I soon transitioned to fifth-grade and then on to Library Media Specialist.
After becoming a wife and mom of two boys I stayed home for 8 years and later
returned to teaching with a job in pre-k in Columbus Ohio. My husband’s career moved
us once more to land here in Maryland where I started out as a pre-k teacher in Prince
George’s County. I am ecstatic to be here in my second year with Monarch Annapolis
with my awesome pre-k team.
blackch@monarchacademy.org
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PTA Committee Positions Available:
Calling All Monarch Families

Important Links
Visit our Website
https://monarchannapolispta.org/
Memberhub Sign-in

Advocacy Committee
Communications Committee
Diversity and Inclusion Committee
Family Fun Nights Committee
Literacy Committee
Membership Committee
Hospitality Committee

https://www.memberhub.com/

Join MAA PTA on Memberhub:
https://maapta.memberhub.com/join/28fc3e
MAA Website

If interested please see sign up:
https://signup.com/go/YXnTWbJ

https://sites.google.com/aacps.org/maa/

AACPS Website

How To Contact The PTA

https://www.aacps.org/

National PTA Website
https://www.pta.org/

Children's Guild Website
https://childrensguild.org/

Committee Sign Ups
https://signup.com/go/YXnTWbJ
Subscribe to our Newsletter!
https://maapta.memberhub.com/join/28fc3e

GENERAL QUESTIONS:
MAAPTA@MONARCHANNAPOLISPTA.ORG
PRESIDENT: ELIZABETH NOBLE
PRESIDENT@MONARCHANNAPOLISPTA.ORG
VICE PRESIDENT: MISSI SMITH
VICEPRESIDENT@MONARCHANNAPOLISPTA.ORG
VICE PRESIDENT DIVERSITY&INCLUSION: NIKIA HENSEN-HILL
VPDIVERSITYINCLUSION@MONARCHANNAPOLISPTA.ORG
SECRETARY: AMANDA REYNOLDS
SECRETARY@MONARCHANNAPOLISPTA.ORG
TREASURER: KATIE FALK
TREASURER@MONARCHANNAPOLISPTA.ORG
ADVOCACY CHAIR: MELISSA MERRITT
MAMERRITT@AACPS.ORG
COMMUNICATIONS CHAIR: OLIVIA MEYER-POLLICINO
COMMUNICATIONS@MONARCHANNAPOLISPTA.ORG
DIVERSITY&INCLUSION CHAIR: GABRIELLE MARTINEZ
DIVERSITYINCLUSIONCHAIR@MONARCHANNAPOLISPTA.ORG
ESCHOOL CHAIR: ADRIANNE WOMACK
ESCHOOLCHAIR@MONARCHANNAPOLISPTA.ORG
FAMILY FUN CHAIR: AMANDA ROBERTS
FAMILYFUN@MONARCHANNAPOLISPTA.ORG
HOSPITALITY CHAIR: JANETTE HO
HOSPITALITY@MONARCHANNAPOLISPTA.ORG
LITERACY CHAIR: MI'SHAUN STEVENSON
LITERACY@MONARCHANNAPOLISPTA.ORG
MEMBERSHIP CHAIR: KANDI WILLIAMS
MEMBERSHIP@MONARCHANNAPOLISPTA.ORG
TEACHER LIAISON: CHAUNTA BLACK
BLACKCH@MONARCHACADEMY.ORG

